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The Orca Wave
On Chris Wardenburg-
SkinnerÕs Retirement

by Bryan Milliren

ÒWe donÕt receive wisdom; we must 
discover it for  ourselves after a journey 

that no one can take for us or spare 
us.Ó  --Marcel Proust (1871-1922)

Two years ago, on a quiet, fall 
evening, Chris Wardenburg-Skinner 
and a friend decided to embark upon 
the daunting literary quest of reading 
Marcel ProustÕs In Search of Lost 
Time.  This seven volume, 3,200 page 
novel, includes some 2000 characters 
and presents ProustÕs story of how to 
avoid wasting time and start 
appreciating life.  On the eve of her 
retirement, it is easy to see that Chris 
has wasted little time in appreciating 
all the color and beauty life has to 
offer.
! ChrisÕs educational journey 
began at the University of Washington 
with a B.A. in English Literature and 
a minor in Fine Arts.  She followed 
this up with a year of reading and 
hitchhiking in France, setting the stage 
for her love of all things French.  
Later, while living in New York, she 
studied art at ParsonÕs School of 
Design.  Upon returning to 
Washington, she received her teaching 
certiÞcation from the Little School (a 
branch of PaciÞc Oaks College in 
California) and an Art Ed. degree 
from University of Washington.  
During this time, Chris held various 
jobs and raised three young children.  
After moving to Skagit County and 
substitute teaching in Burlington, 
Concrete, and even Darrington, she 
completed another degree, a MasterÕs 
of Art Education from Western.
! With education, certiÞcation, 
and three children under her wing, 

Chris ofÞcially began her teaching 
career.  Her art was familiar in Skagit 
County, so her Þrst offer came from 
the board of Burlington Little School, 
ÒBe the director of our school or we 
are shutting down.Ó  Having a love for 
young children and a holistic teaching 
philosophy, she accepted the job that 
paid $350 per month!  She continued 
at Burlington Little School for seven 
years, holding the position of 
Director/Teacher and eventually 
became lead teacher in a multi-age, 
K-3 classroom.
! Chris spent several years as an 
Artist-in-Residence at various schools 
in Burlington-Edison, Mount Vernon, 
and LaConner.  These residencies are 
still visible today with permanent 
displays in mediums of clay, 
watercolor, and tissue.  Her reputation 
widely known, she accepted a call to 
teach art and English at Emerson 
Alternative High School in Mount 
Vernon.  For four years, her love for 
art and literature allowed her to 
connect with students who did not Þt 
the traditional school model.
! Following her artistic calling, 
Chris took another art residency, this 
time in Ferndale.  At Skyline 

Elementary one can still see the four 
seasonal clay murals that welcome all 
students to the school atrium.  Her 
eagerness to try new things led to her 
current position as art teacher at Vista 
and Horizon.  During her six years in 
middle school, in spite of a little self-
doubt, she has challenged students to 
reach new artistic heights and 
decorated our halls with murals, clay 
tiles, and mosaics.  Chris works 
tirelessly to rotate student art displays 
that stand out not just for their beauty 
and bold display of color and shadow, 
but also for their historical context, 
often illustrated by student writing 
that complements each piece.
! In addition to her own art and 
teaching, Chris directs a summer 
camp for children ages Þve through 
12.  The camp, called ÒPatterns in 
Nature,Ó incorporates art, writing, 
theater, and travel, and helps kids 
observe the natural world.  This year 
will be the campÕs 23rd summer.
! When asked about her 
teaching career, Chris said she feels 
very fortunate.  Her proudest moments 
have come not from seeing murals and 
art displays, but from the moments 
when instruction and learning, teacher 

and student, seem to blend together 
into a magical dance that gives art 
life.  Her students have taught her to 
always keep her humor, and to not 
take herself or life too seriously.
! Fittingly, this fall Chris will 
begin the Þnal volume of Proust, 
Time Regained.  In her ÒregainedÓ 
time, she plans to continue her own 
art as a painter and potter.  Also, she 
intends to travel, write, and return to 
learning French.  Knowing ChrisÕs 
love for teaching and learning, one 
wonders how much time will  pass 
before she once again Þnds herself 
in yet another classroom.  Will  it be 
as teacher or student?

   	

The Ferndale Education Association 
has contributed $100 

to the R oger Lehnert Scholarship  
Fund in memoriam.  
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PresidentÕs Pen
by Traci Morris

I wish I could say something positive 
to end the year and uplift our 
members. Unfortunately the choice 
our administration made to reduce the 
education program in Ferndale has hit 
us all very hard. It  looks like the 
elementary counselors have been cut, 
the art and music programs have been 
cut, English and science have been 
cut, math support at the elementary 
level will be eliminated, and most of 
our kindergartens are going to half 
time (see board.docs for more details). 
Nineteen members were given notice 
that their contract will not be 
renewed.  I do realize times are 
difÞcult, but do we really need to 
make cuts where it  hurts the kids the 
most? We will be asking the district 
some questions to help us try to 
understand and clarify their choices. 
Please support your negotiators and 
union leaders, but more importantly 
support your fellow staff members 
during this difÞcult time.

Teachers 
Teachers are as varied as crayons in a 
crayon box.  Some are bright, some 
neutral, some new, some seasoned.  
For all their differences, they share the 
same goal Ð their lifeÕs work is 
dedicated to imparting knowledge as 
they challenge their students to learn 
and grow.  It  is hard to believe that 
teachers really do have lives of their 
own, for they arrive at school when 

morning has not yet fully come awake, 
and they stay while the darkness of 
night descends on the playgrounds 
outside their windows.

There was a time when they only had 
to worry about failing grades and poor 
conduct.  Like worn-out history books, 
those days are gone. TodayÕs teachers 
are expected to be surrogate parents, 
psychologists, part-time policeman, 
nurse, comforters, and miracle 
workers.  And yet, through it all, and 
perhaps because of it all, teachers 
keep right on teaching, trying harder 
than ever before to ÒgiftÓ their 
students with solid educations, self-
worth, opportunities to excel and to 
believe in themselves by discovering 
their talents and ambitions, whether in 
the classroom, on the playing Þeld, in 
music and art classes, or soaring to 
new heights when their imaginations 
and dreams are encouraged.

On any given school day, teachers 
open up, for a lifetime, the 
magniÞcent gift of reading, the 
ongoing pleasures of math, the 
adventures of geography and science, 
the legacy and lessons of history, the 
enthrallment of music, art, literature, 
and languages, the demands and 
accompl ishments of physical 
educations and athletic competition.  
Teachers are loved and scorned, 
respected and derided, remembered 
and forgotten.  They pay for the 
stickers that delight a little childÕs 
heart, slip warm mittens into the 
pocket of the student that has none, 
provide a classroom of security and 
safety when home is a battleground, 
tutor after school, guide the pregnant 
teen, cheer at games, counsel anxious 
hearts, and fall asleep wondering why 
they feel so tired.

Teachers are the reason why airplanes 
ßy, computers program, ballets are 
danced, novels are written, cancers 

researched, lawsuits won, skyscrapers 
built, and ÒartÓ decorates refrigerator 
doors.  LifeÕs biggest, boldest, brightest 
ideas Ð lifeÕs honors, achievements and 
accomplishments occur because 
somewhere, sometime, someone 
touched our lives Ð and it  all began 
with a teacher.
        Author Unkno wn

What happened to us? 
! The 2009 WEA Leadership 
Academy (WEALA) will be held Aug. 
3-6 at the Yakima Convention 
Center."All 2009 WEALA"registration 
will be done online this year. 
Both"locals and individuals may 
register for WEALA, including 
housing,"and pay online. Individuals 
also can"register and pay online"to 
participate"in WEALA, but should 
contact their local and council Þrst to 
see if  there is funding available.
! WEALA"class descriptions, 
subsidy grant criteria and grant 
appl i cat i on i nfor mat ion are 
available"on the WEA Web site. 
Online class registration will open 
later this week. A message will be e-
mailed inviting all members to 
register.
# WEALA costs should be made 
payable to WEA, either by credit card 
or check. The 2009 costs (which do 
not include lodging) are as of follows:
$125 for full three days of class
$75 for one 1-1/2 days of class
$125 for two 1-1/2 days of class
! Lodging registration through the 
Yakima Convention Center is now 
open. Keep your receipts. Book your 
lodging here. On-site registration is 
Monday, Aug. 3. Classes will be held 
Tuesday through Thursday, Aug. 4-6. 
If you have any questions about 
registration, please e-mail"Stephanie 
Mikos smikos@washingtonea.org"or 
J a n n a " C o n n o r 
jconnor@washingtonea.org.
 

mailto:smikos@washingtonea.org
mailto:smikos@washingtonea.org
mailto:jconnor@washingtonea.org
mailto:jconnor@washingtonea.org
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WEA Rep Assembly
by Susan Gelhar

Each spring the WEA Rep Assembly 
provides a forum for members to 
propose, debate, and vote on policy 
decisions that guide our association 
for the coming year. In addition to 
reports from our WEA leadership on 
work in progress, key elected officials 
were invited to address the 1000+ 
delegation. 

Due to my role as your Legislative 
Rep, my piece of the RA report 
focuses on the politicians. Good or 
bad, it is true that political decisions 
impact everything we do at school. 
One of the WEA goals is to advocate 
for better public schools, so we must 
build connections with lawmakers. We 
heard from Governor Gregoire, State 
Senator Lisa Brown, and US 
Congressman Jay Inslee as well as 
State Senator Chris Marr and EverettÕs 
Representative Mike Sells, both of 
whom received WEAÕs Friends of 
Education Awards.

Following so closely after the 
devastating session in Olympia and 
occuring just as thousands of RIF 
notices were going out, many thought 
it would be interesting to see how a 
speech from Governor Gregoire 
would go over. We were reminded to 
be polite, but a silent ÒprotestÓ had 
been organized in which we were 
asked to hold up signs reading VETO 
HB2261 instead of applauding. 
(Coverage of her speech can be found 
on the WEA website.)

Jay Inslee spoke of several ways 
officials in D.C. could improve 
education efforts:

¥ roll back tax levels on incomes 
over $250,000 with the 
revenues used to fund 
education

¥ reconfigure NCLB while 
maintaining its intended 
purpose and progress 

¥ focus on higher level thinking 
and adjust the testing culture

Inslee spoke of the value of social 
interaction in learning and of tapping 
different styles of learning to boost 
achievement. He would like to see 
debt-relief programs and mentor 
programs for new teachers. He is fond 
of saying, ÒLet teachers teach!Ó His 
talk was warmly received.

My favorite speech was delivered by 
SpokaneÕs state senator, Chris Maar, 
shortly after he ran the Lilac Festival 
Marathon past the convention center. 
He got laughs by pointing out his 
career track from car salesman to 
politician. This Friend of Education 
spoke out in Olympia against the 
glaring deficiencies of HB 2261 and 
supported our efforts. He pledged to 
continue the fight next session.

"Intentions don't pay for anything," 
Rep. Mike Sells said, in his opposition 
to HB 2261. Like Maar, Sells 
certainly is passionate about education 
and expressed his disappointment in 
the legislative session. Both seem to 
understand how distressing the lay-
offs and deep budget cuts are to 
educators who care about kids; we 
know what it takes to deliver the best 
education.

When  Life Gives You  
Lemons.....  by Kathy Miller

    The state legislature has given 
the schools and educators a 
whole “passle” of lemons in the 
past few months.  Many of those 
lemons were evident in the 
opening evening and day on of 
the WE RAE.  
    I began looking for  
“ingredients” to make lemonade, 
quickly finding three. I found a 
large number of first time 
delegates stepping up to  ask 
clarifying questions, presenting 
New Business Items, speaking 
for and against proposals. A 
second “ingredient” was  the 
honoring of State Senator Chris 
Mar and Everett Representative 
Mike Sells with the Friends of 
Education Awards for their 
outspoken and passionate 
support of education.  The third,  
was over $17,000 raised during 
the RAE for  the WE Children’s 
Fund.
   These three ingredients 
c o m b i n e d t o c r e a t e a 
wonderfully sweet, thirst 
quenching lemonade.
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LISTENING TOUR 
President ObamaÕs Secretary of 
Education, Arne Duncan, has 
embarked on a tour of 15 states. He 
said the tour will  "help launch an 
open, honest conversation about 
education reform, because this issue 
touches everybody in America.Ó At  his 
first sessions in West Virginia, he 
talked with teachers, parents, students, 
and business people about whatÕs 
working and whatÕs not working.

"Education is not just an economic 
issue. It's a moral issue. It's the civil 
rights issue of our generation. We 
have an obligation to give every child 
in America an education that helps 
them succeed in their career and fulfill 
their role as active and involved 
citizens," he said.

Washington State is currently not a 
scheduled stop on the summer tour, 
but teachers are urged to respond to 
survey questions online:

www.edgovbl ogs.org/duncan/
2009/05/secretary-arne-duncan-
takes-listening-tour-online/

Scholarships Given by 
FEA to Deserving 
Students  by Fran Genger

I am pleased to announce that the 
2009 FEA Scholarship recipients from 
Ferndale High School are Holly 
Hobart and Tressa Talbot.  Both are 
excel lent students, i ncredible 
individuals, and have the desire to 
become teachers.

 
Holly  is planning to attend Southern 
Oregon University where she plans to 
major in elementary education and 
teach 2nd grade.  Holly  has been an 
active member of FHS participating in 
Student Council, Newspaper, and 
Evergreen Girls State.  She also will 
be a People to People Ambassador this 
year.  She has volunteered at a local 
preschool, coaching soccer, with Inner 
Faith Coalition, Ferndale Library 
book sales, and this past year in Ms. 
Stern's 8th grade class at Vista, which 
helped to confirm her desire to 
become a teacher.

 
Tressa wi l l attend Western 
Washington University where she 
plans to major in secondary education 
with the plan of teaching History and 
Economics.  She eventually wants to 

go into Education 
Administration.  She 
has participated in 
soccer (team captain 
and recipient of 

coaches award), track, Yearbook 
(currently editor in chief), wrestling 
cheer, Interact Club, Honor Roll, 
Kiwanis Student of the Month, and 
Young Life.  She has volunteered as a 

Sunday School teacher, with her youth 
group, Make A Dif ference Day, 
various activities with Young Life and 
Interact Club, and a mission trip to 
Guatemala.

 
Congratulations to these two 
outstanding young women and we 
wish them the best!

A Career of Caring 
and 

Accomplishment

! As many of you are aware, 
Cathy Cook of Mountain View 
Elementary is retiring next month 
after 32 years of teaching.  Cathy has 
become an icon at Mt. View as an 
excellent teacher, a caring person, 
and an awesome instigator of high 
quality Math Instruction through the 
Math Olympiad program.  Cathy 
leaves us with a wealth of 
encouragement, fond memories, and 
a legacy of staff support though her 
countless hours of work as a FEA 
representative and ofÞcer (She has 
served in the FEA since her second 
year of teaching).  If  you were ask 
anyone who knows Cathy about how 
she teaches, theyÕd tell you about 
how she is known for her focus on 
being well prepared, providing 
quality instruction, and for holding 
all of her students to high standards 
of accountability.
! Cathy is leaving us to begin a 
new chapter in her commitment to 
educating children as a Math coach 
at the Lummi Tribal School.  She 
takes with her a deep passion to 
teach and skills honed on 
generations of Ferndale school-
children.  She represents us all as 
one of the best that public education 
has to offer.  A teacher we can all be 
proud of, a personal friend, and a 
lady who will be sorely missed. 
 
Dave Esser

http://www.edgovblogs.org/duncan/2009/05/secretary-arne-duncan-takes-listening-tour-online/
http://www.edgovblogs.org/duncan/2009/05/secretary-arne-duncan-takes-listening-tour-online/
http://www.edgovblogs.org/duncan/2009/05/secretary-arne-duncan-takes-listening-tour-online/
http://www.edgovblogs.org/duncan/2009/05/secretary-arne-duncan-takes-listening-tour-online/
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WEIC 2009 
Benefit Fairs
Plan ahead to attend one of these 
BeneÞt Fairs. This is a great time to 
ask questions and gain vital 
information. Staff may attend any of 
these sessions.

Bellingham - Monday, August 31, 
2:00-6:00, Kulshan Middle School

Blaine - Tuesday, September 1, 
7:00-8:30 AM, Blaine Cafeteria

Ferndale - Thursday, September 3, 
1:30-5:30, Ferndale High School 
Library

Lynden - Thursday, September 3, 
2:30-5:00, High School Cafeteria

Meridian  - Wednesday, September 2, 
3:00-5:00, High School Cafeteria

Nooksack Valley - Tuesday, 
September 1, 2:00-5:00, NVHS 
Performing Arts Center

Mt. Baker - Wednesday, September 2, 
3:00-5:30, High School Cafeteria



F E A T U E R S

	

In Appr eciation
Below are your FEA representatives. We thank them for a year of great service. Plan 
to become involved in FEA next year!
President:  Tracie 
Morris

Vice President: Dave 
Esser

Secretary: Thirza 
Zagelow

Treasurer: Cheryl 
Frazier

FEAtures: Dee Schulz

Legislative Rep: Susan 
Gelhar

WebMaster: Ryan 
Mitchel

Ferndale High 
School:
Head Rep: Heidi 
Stahlberg
Reps: Jeff Demorest, 
Nate Button, Beth 
Andres, Jed Decker, 
Susan Smith, Holly 
Wibbens, Drew 
Sampson, Steve 
Menefee, Wendy Rice

Clearview high 
School:
Head Rep: Boo 
Kaufman

Windward:
Head Rep: Chuck 
Schelle

Vista Middle School
Head Rep: Jay 
Sozanski
Rep: Amy Nylen

Horizon Middle 
School
Head Rep: Nancy 
Hudson
Rep: Melanie Helt

Beach:
Head Rep:

Central:
Head Rep: Lisa 
Lockwood
Reps: Michelle Taylor, 
Joelle Schneider, 
Denise Smith

Custer:
Head Rep: Lynn 
Kelling
Rep: Brandi Caffrey

Eagleridge:
Head Rep: Jerry 
Finkbonner
Reps: Leah Rochon, 
Patty Cornelsen, 

Mt. View:
Head Rep: Cathy 
Cook
Reps: Jan Polen 
Angela George, Teresa 
Parke

Cascadia:
Head Rep: Christi 
Liese
Reps: Marcy Mclvor, 
Cynthia Pottle, Diane 
Monsen, Pat Schelling

Skyline:
Head Rep: Kathy 
Galbraith
Rep: Kathy Miller

The Voice
Do you have an announcement to make, an ad to place or an event to share, maybe an 
upcoming wedding or a new baby .  Is there something you want to sell or rent? FEAtures 
is a paper available to all FEA members. If you would like to place in ad in the next 

edition of FEAtur es, send the necessary information to FEAtures editor, Dee Schulz, at 
dschulz@ferndale.wednet.edu. We will do our best to place all announcements. 
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