Ferndale Education Association

Rep. Council Minutes

November 13th, 2008

4:30 PM

Ferndale WECU

Members in Attendance:

President-Tracie Morris, Vice President-Dave Esser, Secretary-Thirza Zagelow, Treasurer-Cheryl Frazier, FEAtures Editor-Dee Schulz, Legislatiave Rep.-Susan Gelhar, Ferndale High School-Heidi Stahlberg, Jeff Demorest, Susan Smith, Windward-Chuck Schelle, Vista Middle School-Amy Nylen, Central-Joelle Schneider, Denise Smith, Custer-Lynn Kelling, Brandi Caffery, Eagleridge-Jerry Finkbonner, Leah Rochon, Mt. View-Cathy Cook, Jan Polen, Lindsay Dorr, Cascadia-Christi Liese, Marcy McIvor, Cynthia Pottle, Diane Monsen, Skyline-Kathy Galbraith, Kathy Miller, Negotiators-Adam Goldstein, Bud Larson, Rocky Diaz, UniServ-Lyn Sherry

Due to the demise of the FEA Secretary’s laptop there are no minutes from the Oct. meeting. Sorry (
Lyn Sherry and Adam Goldstein presented information on the “Member One on One” bargaining interview process. The interviews should be brief and open-ended.

We do not want the questions to be put into boxes. They are meant to engage members in a conversation. This is not a survey. We want data and we want members to feel they are being heard. Let the person you are interviewing do the talking. Each interviewer will have two subs., one for the interviewer and the other to cover the class of the interviewee. It can also be done after school hours or during a planning time. You can interview in your own building or at another building. Going to another building will enable for you to see other issues and to get out to meet other members. This process will occur in Dec. as the bargaining will begin soon. Tracy applied for a grant for money to allow for release time so we can interview our colleagues during the school day. 

Kathy Cook suggested that we do our own schools to save on time. Lynn Kelling suggested that at the Elem. level the sub should be prepared to do a 15-minute read aloud so the teacher does not have to plan a lesson for the sub. The High School will need 10-12 interviewers.

The next 20 minutes was spent doing the interviews with each other.

Concern over names being on the questionnaires was discussed. All information is confidential. The forms will not go anywhere except to Lyn Sherry and will be shredded after negotiations end.

Building visits will be planned by the negotiators as needed for this year. Head reps should contact Adam if one is needed in their building or requested by a member.

Adam will be at Horizon Feb.9th and 18th , 4:00-6:00 PM for groups to meet with the negotiating team.

Treasurers Report was given by Cheryl Frazer.

Susan Gelhar reported on the State Board of Education’s proposed CORE 24 credit framework for High Schools. The state would have to fund the extra credits. Presently Ferndale High School requires 30 credits to graduate while Lummi High School requires 19 credits, which is the minimum. (For more information Google: Core 24)

Merit pay continues to be talked about at the state level. Some bonuses are already being paid. (National Boards, Science and Math teachers)

Most of the WEA endorsed candidates were elected.

Dee asked for FEAtures articles. If you have any ideas please contact Dee Schulz.

Meeting Adjourned at 5:40 PM

