Ferndale Education Association

Rep. Council Minutes

January 29, 2009

4:30 PM

Ferndale WECU

Members in Attendance:

President-Tracie Morris, Vice President-Dave Esser, Secretary-Thirza Zagelow, Treasurer-Cheryl Frazier, FEAtures Editor-Dee Schulz, Legislative Rep.-Susan Gelhar, Ferndale High School-Heidi Stahlberg, Susan Smith, Wendy Rice, Clearview- Boo Kaufman, Vista-Jay Sozanski, Horizon- Nancy Hudson, Melanie Helt, Central-Lisa Lockwood, Michelle Taylor, Joelle Schneider, Custer-Lynn Kelling, Brandi Caffery, Eagleridge-Jerry Finkbonner, Patty Cornelsen, Mt. View-Cathy Cook, Jan Polen, Cascadia-Christi Liese, Marcy McIvor, Cynthia Pottle, Diane Monsen, Skyline-Kathy Galbraith, Kathy Miller, Negotiators-Adam Goldstein, Bud Larson, Rocky Diaz

 The minutes are approved as written.

Treasurer’s report was given by Cheryl Frazer.

The FEAtures editor would like to have the option to be paid the amount of the sub pay instead of taking release time for any month that a letter is written. The motion passed.

Negotiators report: Snow day. Adam reported on how the early release snow day was handled by the district. A letter has been drafted and sent to the district with our concerns over the issue of staff safety on that day and the required use of emergency leave by some principals.

 The one on one interviews are complete and went well. The negotiators are now visiting the different buildings and each department in the high school.

4th Corner UniServ is working with different districts in our UniServ area to set up a group that would like to coordinate negotiating efforts and share language, goals and information. This allows us to share contract language and information with other like districts, which should improve out bargaining strength. This is being modeled after Pilchuck UniServ. Adam is one of five on the committee to set up ground rules for this bargaining support group. Rep. council approval is needed to proceed with this action. 

Jay moved to pursue the 4th Corner UniServ coordinating group. Seconded by Lynn. The motion passed.

Susan Gelhar reported on the meeting in Olympia. Follow your legislators! Changes are coming and some may not be in our best interest. HB 1410/SB 5444 is a 111-page bill that dramatically alters all aspects of K-12 public education, including certification, compensation and collective bargaining. Call and email your legislators. Let them know we are listening and watching. We need to make sure the implication of the bills being proposed is understood by our legislators and ourselves.  Go to www.ourvoicewashington.org and send an email now!

Ferndale is 24 members away from our goal of 60% membership in WEAPAC.

UniServ report by Lynn Kelling: Indoor air quality was discussed. You can get more information on the WEA website.  www.washingtonea.org
Be sure to attend a retirement seminar. There is important information you need to know. This is for beginning and exiting members. March 12th and 13th a seminar will occur in Bellingham. Tracie has flyers. We might be able to set one up for Ferndale in April. It can be done on a Friday night and all day Saturday instead of a six-week presentation.

Possible articles for FEAtures: Retirement Seminars, WASL, Negotiations, VEBA, PEBB-Email Dee with suggestions or articles.

Bud and Tracie have been attending meetings on the Superintendent search process. Tracie will write a letter to the school board about characteristics we (FEA) would hope to see in a new superintendent. The company doing the search is large and has a broad knowledge base to draw from. 

Attend school board meetings to find out what is happening and how our district is changing. The school board is open to our input. Invite school board members to events at your buildings. 

WEA RA: We need nominations by 2/19. Tracie needs the one paragraph blurb. Ballots will be out on 2/26.

New Educator nights are on Feb. 24th and March 25th. Tracie will send out an email with info.

Meeting Adjourned at 5:40 PM

The next meeting is at Ferndale WECU February 26, 2009.

