Ferndale Education Association

Rep. Council Minutes

May 28th, 2009

4:30-7:00 PM

Ferndale WECU

Members in attendance:

President-Tracie Morris, Vice President-Dave Esser, Secretary-Thirza Zagelow, Treasurer-Cheryl Frazier, FEAtures Editor-Dee Schulz, Legislative Rep.-Susan Gelhar, Ferndale High School-Heidi Stahlberg, Susan Smith, 

Clearview-Boo Kaufman, Windward-Chuck Schelle,

Vista-Jay Sozanski, Amy Nylen, Central-Denise Smith, Custer-Lynn Kelling, Eagleridge-Jerry Finkbonner, Mt. View-Cathy Cook, Cascadia-Christi Liese, Marcy McIvor, Cynthia Pottle, Diane Monsen, Pat Schelling, 

Skyline-Kathy Galbraith, Kathy Miller, Negotiators-Adam Goldstein, Bud Larson, Rocky Diaz, Chelsea Bell

The minutes from March 26th were approved as read.

Treasurers Report: Cheryl reported that she is putting everything that applies to negotiations in that line item. In previous years this may not have happened. If that line item goes over she can move money around.

Negotiations update: Adam reported that they have not met since April. Negotiators will meet on the June 5th and 10th. Not much will happen until the new superintendent is sworn in. The district will probably wait until August to pursue issues.

Our district has no plans for the extra snow day at this time. We probably won’t know until June. The district could have applied for more days and chose not to. 

June 15th at the HS auditorium at 4:15 we are having a general membership meeting. Try to get your members to come as it is a sign of strength. Two years ago when we were negotiating we had about 50  people come. We would like 200 to come this year.

Day before school starts was traditionally a LID or use it and lose it day. There is no longer a contractual reason to be at school the day before school starts. It can be used as a PRS day. Building principals might have a meeting that day, however, teachers don’t have to attend as that is not a contracted day. Hopefully, important decisions will not be made. We have 181 days next year. One LID day was taken away.

WEA Rep. Assembly: Susan Gelhar, Susan Smith, Tracie Morris and Kathy  Miller attended. Ferndale EA was recognized because we met our WEAPAC goal of 60%. The highlights were  the governor speaking, the  RIF numbers coming in and the newcomers who came and spoke.

Legislative Report: Susan Gelhar reported that we are 15th in the state for WEAPAC goals. She feels our legislators are a disappointment. It continues to look grim for education.

UniServ: Lynn Kelling reported that John Burbank spoke and discussed that we need to find new funding. We need a fair and equitable tax base. He feels this will happen through the initiative process. EOI will be pushing for a new tax base. Watch for this in the near future.

FEAtures: Dee suggested that we have ads from members to add interest. New deadline is to be June 4th. Dee is still collecting articles. 

Susan moved that we accept the election results. The motion was seconded and passed. 

Tracie Morris-President 104 votes

Dave Esser-Vice President 102 votes 

Thirza Zagelow-Secretary 103 votes

Cheryl Frazier-Treasurer 103 votes

Half time release president vote: Ballots were distributed and counted by Jay Sozanski. Ballot results for the halftime president were 24 yes and 2 no.

Tracie and several others spoke about Cathy Cook and her upcoming retirement. Cathy you will be missed by all. Especially the students of Ferndale.

The meeting adjourned at 5:30 and dinner was served.

