Ferndale Education Association

Rep. Council Minutes

Nov. 12, 2009

4:30-6:00 PM

Ferndale WECU

Members in attendance:

President-Tracie Morris, Vice President-Dave Esser, Secretary-Thirza Zagelow, Treasurer-Cheryl Frazier, Legislative Rep.-Susan Gelhar, FEAtures-Dee Schulz, High School-Heidi Stahlberg, Clearview-Boo Kaufman, Vista-Amy Nylen, Horizon-Donna Ritter, Central-Denise Smith, Custer-Lynn Kelling, Brandi Caffrey, Kerri Mensing, Mt. View-Lindsay Stamm, Cascadia-Bud Larson (negotiator), Skyline-Kathy Galbraith, Kathy Miller, Negotiators-Adam Goldstein 

The minutes from Oct. were approved as read.

Treasurer's Report: We are now receiving the increased dues. The amount is not enough to cover the actual cost of the half time release President. The difference is approximately $38,000 vs. $43,000, which is $5,000 more than we planned. We have enough in reserves to cover this. Cheryl had calculated the amount we would have to pay according to numbers the district gave her earlier in the year.

Medical Report: Our Regence plan may have had some changes that we are not aware of. Cheryl will look into it. If people are having issues with their insurance plan have them email Cheryl.

Legislative News: Remind your building members to stay active and keep in contact with their legislators.

These are the areas WEA wants to have discussions about with the State:
Alternative Compensation

Evaluation and Seniority

AYP-struggling schools

For more information go to: http://www.ourvoicewashingtonea.org

FEAtures-The next issue will go out in January, as December is a short month.

Negotiations: Meetings at different schools will begin in January. Let Adam know when you want a negotiator to come to your building. No "One on One" meetings this year. We will do a digital survey later in the year. There will be some interesting questions; please ask your members to read questions carefully.

Jerry Finkbonner is having a quadruple by-pass. A new Head Rep. will be needed for Eagleridge to fill in while he is recovering. Perhaps Jeremy Nolan will be able to fill in.

If you are still not getting your planning time, you should go to your building principal to try and work out a better schedule for you. Do not go to the specialists.

Whatcom Middle School Needs: Would we like to donate money or give school supplies? Will talk about it in January, as we did not have a quorum at the Nov. meeting.

Labor Management: Will meet in November. Snacks in the elementary schools, is one of the issues that will be brought up. There does not seem to be any logic to the new district policy. Since this is a new policy coming from the State, how do we already know what it is going to be? How is the district making its decisions? We would like a livable solution that is equitable.

Planning time at the elementary schools remains to be an issue.

It was reported that “Class Size and Mix Money” was given to the principal at the high school and was used without input from the staff.

How does the high school have 15 late arrivals?  Would we possibly like that to happen at the other schools next year?

Meeting was adjourned at 5:50 PM

Next meeting is Jan. 28th at 4:30 PM at WECU in Ferndale.

