Ferndale Education Association

Rep. Council Minutes

Oct. 22, 2009

4:30-6:00 PM

Ferndale WECU

Members in attendance:

President-Tracie Morris, Vice President-Dave Esser, Secretary-Thirza Zagelow,  Legislative Rep.-Susan Gelhar, Clearview-Boo Kaufman, Vista-Jay Sozanski, Amy Nylen, Horizon-Donna Ritter, Central-Denise Smith, Deb Tobiassen, Custer-Lynn Kelling, Brandi Caffrey, Eagleridge-Jerry Finkbonner, Jeremy Nolan, Mt. View-Jan Polen, Cascadia-Christi Liese, Marcy McIvor, Cynthia Pottle, Diane Monsen, Bud Larson (negotiator), Pat Schelling, Skyline-Kathy Galbraith, Negotiators-Adam Goldstein, Rocky Diaz, Chelsea Bell, UniServ-Lyn Sherry

The minutes from May 28th were approved as read.

Treasurer's Report: Cheryl was not present, however the running budget was approved unanimously.

UniServ: Lynne Kelling reported that we need to talk to friends and family about Initiative 1033 and how it will create larger gaps in the budget for education, hurt families and health care.

Be aware of Initiative 73 which is for benefits for unmarried couples.

Legislative News: Susan Gelhar attended the annual training for the Legislative Contact Team. The team's goal is to keep in contact with Rick Larson. WEA says we are being viewed as the group that always says "no". Mary Lindquist has been invited to meet with the Governor. Our goal remains to be finding funding for our schools. We are not in as bad of shape as others. 

For more information go to: http://www.ourvoicewashingtonea.org

Rocky asked that we publish some information on our Web Site about the school board candidates. Tracie and Adam will look into it.

WEAPAC: Ferndale was at 63% last spring for WEAPAC. We need an updated list. Our goal for this year is 68% of members.

FEAtures: Tracie reported for Dee Schultz. The ads are new this year. Let Tracie or Dee know what feedback you are receiving.

Articles: Profiles on new people? Dave Esser will write the articles and give that information to Dee. The deadline is Nov. 4th for the next FEAtures.

Contract Maintenance: Vista safety, PLC's at High School, Kindergarten conference times are subjects of conversation. Chelsea Bell has a document listing the additional hours for kindergarten conferences since they have double the load this year. 

Clarification for what happens after a SST meeting was suggested and the question of whether this is an appropriate job for a part-time non-certificated person? 

Business: The negotiating team from last year is interested in continuing. We still need a High School rep at this time. Beth Andres is a possibility.

A motion to approve the recommendation to accept last year's team with the addition of a High School representative was presented by Denise Smith. It was approved unanimously.

Adam wants the negotiating team to have building visits again this year in Jan., Feb., or Mar. We are entering a new year with a new superintendent. We will begin to talk to the district in April. Adam reported that we are slipping in standing in the area of pay. We are now the only district that has the entire HCA taken out of our pay.

Levy Information-Linda Quinn talked to Tracie about a plan to have teachers more involved in getting the levy passed. The levy pays 25% of the budget for our district. It no longer pays for the extras. The principals will be contacting people (cert and non cert)  to help with organizing support. 

Tracie has asked a representative from WEA to come and talk about PLC's. She also invited AON/Baldwin to come and talk about health insurance.

Meeting adjourned at 5:40.

Next School Board Meeting Thursday, Oct. 29

Next meeting is Thursday, Nov. 12th.

